SMEEA Dinner, 29th June 2005

The SMEEA Annual Dinner was held on Wednesday evening 29th June in the University Club on the Clayton Campus.  It was accounted by all who attended to be a great success.  The really notable people present included Alan Finkel (a recent winner of a Clunies Ross award), Bill Bonwick (previously the John Monash Professor of Electrical Power Engineering), Aun Lee (an early PhD student in the Department and now Head of Information Technology at Monash Malaysia) and Arthur Lowery (recently appointed to a Chair in the Department).  There were many other notables of course but the list is too long to include here.
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Andrew Graham, Kevin English, David Morgan, Neville Armstrong, Martin Elias, Peter Harrison, Andrew Atkinson and Paul Kirton waiting to eat.

Bill Brown, President of SMEEA, hosted the evening and David Morgan, current Head, spoke about the State of the Department in 2005.

During the proceedings the Douglas Lampard Electrical Engineering Research Prize and Medal (for the best PhD thesis completed in 2004) was presented to Hanzi Wang for his thesis entitled ‘Robust statistics for computer vision: model fitting, image segmentation and visual motion analysis’.  The presentation was made by Aun Lee, one of Doug Lampard’s early PhD students.  Aun spoke glowingly of Doug’s great intellectual and inspirational qualities as the Foundation Professor of the Department.
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Hanzi Wang (left) clutching his medal and cheque after receiving them from Aun Lee

The after dinner speaker was Peter Hart, BE (75), MEngSc(79), PhD(90) who spoke to the theme ‘What I’ve learnt since I left Uni’.  He pointed out that his career has encompassed great variety and has included a time in academia, a time at Telecom Research, a time building Kenworth trucks and a time as a consultant.  His consultancy work has included electrical safety, electromagnetic compatibility, vehicle electrical design and even vehicle mechanical design.  He related a number of engineering anecdotes with commercial and legal implications that struck a chord with many of the members present.
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Peter Hart fielding a difficult question from the floor

The evening was sufficiently successful for everyone to feel that we should hold a similar event next year.

